EDITOR'S NOTE
the first quire is a complete one, with no leaf added. So,
much as one may regret that the original is still lost, and
likely to remain so, the possession of the only existing
copy, and that, a fine manuscript one, written so soon
after the original, is no small compensation.
The facsimile of a page of it is produced as a frontis-
piece, the one chosen being that on which Margery
Kempe's name appears in full for the only time in the
book, and thus provides the evidence of authorship.
An edition, published by the Early English Text
Society, is a literal copy of the manuscript. That will
meet the demands of experts and scholars, but the archaic
spelling and meanings preclude its easy perusal by the
ordinary reader.
But, apart from its mystical side, the narrative of her
life in England, and her voyages to Palestine, Rome,
Germany and elsewhere over five hundred years ago, is
so interesting that I am impelled to produce this edition,
sufficiently modernized to present no difficulty to anyone.
Except to those particularly interested in it, the great
amount of mystical matter would probably prove weari-
some. Certain chapters, entirely devoted to that subject
have therefore been removed from the body of the book
and printed as an appendix. This arrangement does not
affect the sequence.
This text almost exactly follows the manuscript. Mar-
ginal figures and letters show the beginning of each page
of the manuscript, and are provided for readers who are
inclined to compare the two editions. Except for the
spelling, my modernization is slight, and I have not
hesitated to keep original words, the meaning of which is
obvious.
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